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worship
today

Worship Services

Saturday
7:00 p.m.

Sunday
9:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.

Message

What Happens 60 Seconds After You Die?

Pastor Bryan Clark

Next Week

What About Judgments,
Rewards and Punishment?

Pastor Bryan Clark

* New American Standard and Spanish
Bibles are available at all Information
Centers for your use.

* Interpreting for the hearing impaired 
will be available at the 9:00 a.m. service
with advance notice.
Contact lburke@lincolnberean.org

* Available at the Publications Center:
• Audio cassettes & CDs of 

today’s message 

• Receivers for the hearing impaired

• Transcripts of past sermons (can also
be accessed and printed from our 
web site at www.lincolnberean.org)

* Adventureland Cry Room for parents 
with babies, located on Level 100 by 
the grand staircase.

. . .
merica’s New (Age) Theologian

April 5/6 2008

Mark D. Mathewson, Ph.D.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

The differences 
between the Christian

worldview found in the
Bible and the worldview 
of pantheism advocated 

by Oprah can hardly 
be exaggerated.

��

Who is currently the most influential theologian in the United States?
No, not Billy Graham, John Piper, or Rick Warren. What would you say if I told you that 
person is Oprah Winfrey? No way! She is a television and radio talk show host! Yes, but she 
is also the spiritual guide for countless people across America. If Oprah recommends a book
on spirituality, people read it (and believe it). If she gives spiritual advice, people take it.
Due to her popularity and platform, I can think of no one person at this moment who 
has more spiritual influence on American people than Oprah Winfrey.

This would not be a problem if Oprah advocated a Christian worldview. But Oprah embraces
New Age beliefs which are starkly at odds with biblical teaching. Her recent endorsement 
of the patently New Age book The Secret and her latest offering on her XM radio show of
A Course on Miracles taught by New Age author Marianne Williamson, betrays Oprah’s New
Age advocacy. In a year when the founder of Transcendental Meditation (TM), Maharishi
Mahesh Yogi died, Oprah continues to promote his worldview of pantheistic monism.

What is pantheistic monism? Pantheism is the view that all of reality is god.
The god of pantheism is not a personal being, but an impersonal force.
Monism is the view that all reality is singular, or that it is one. Any 
perceived distinctions we are aware of are illusions. So, all is one 
and all is god. Of course it follows from this view that you are 
god, I am god, everything is god. It also means that in reality we 
are not individuals but are one with everything. On this view, the 
human problem is not sin but rather that we are not in tune with 
our divinity and our oneness with everything. By obtaining inner 
enlightenment through meditative practices such as TM, Yoga,
mantras, or A Course in Miracles, we can achieve a higher 
consciousness where we again reconnect with our divine 
nature and oneness with everything. All our problems in life 
will then be solved as we achieve peace and harmony with the “One.”

While this may sound nice, it is all a lie. More importantly, it is contrary to the truth-claims of
Christian scripture. The Bible affirms a personal God who is distinct from His creation and yet
desires an intimate relationship with the people He created. Humans are image-bearers of God
but are not (nor ever will be) God themselves. The problem is that humans rebelled against
God, wanting to be their own gods themselves. This rebellion resulted in a severed relationship
with God and brought sin, evil, death and destruction into the world. Incapable of solving
their problem, humans needed a solution from God. Still desiring a relationship with his
image-bearers, God took on human flesh in the person of Jesus. Jesus’ death and resurrection
provided forgiveness of sins and a renewal of life for those who repent of their fallen condition
and place their confidence in Him as Lord and Savior. The differences between the Christian
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Child Evangelism
Fellowship — Montenegro 

We miss the Hamm family who were 
a part of Lincoln Berean for a few
months before their return to Europe.
On January 15, the Hamm family left
the United States and flew to Vienna
which will again be their home base
for their trips and directorship of the
CEF team in Montenegro.

Some of you even helped pack up
their shipping container to go to
Austria. We were all very happy to
hear that it finally arrived at the end 
of February and was released from
customs without further charges.
The Hamms have also found a diesel
car to purchase and they “only” pay
$7.50 per gallon of diesel (they can 
go farther on diesel), compared to
everyone in their area paying $7.60 
per gallon of gasoline! Now doesn’t
that make us Americans feel blessed?
But remember, the falling dollar 
also decreases their support.

The Hamms were able to make their
first trip into Serbia in mid-March 
to visit with their old teammates,
as well as to make new plans to teach 
a CEF evangelism training course 
in Montenegro.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

Praise God for the Hamm’s safe
arrival back in Vienna and that their
container was finally released from
customs without further charges.

Pray for their wonderful co-worker,
Miruska Cmilik, who has been 

in Montenegro now for quite a 
while ministering and awaiting 

the return of the Hamms.

upcoming events

LBC is seeking a Director of Accounting. The job requires an individual
who will lead the Accounting Office team (paid and non-paid staff) as they
perform financial accounting and reporting for internal and external users;
banking and cash flow management; and supervise the payroll and benefits.
This position is a management position with specific responsibilities for 
personnel records, payroll, benefit administration, operations, assistance 
with developing and managing budgets and financial operations. This person
should also possess a strong ability to work in a team-based church environ-
ment. Send resumes to Lincoln Berean Church, Attention: Business Office.

Cabin Leaders Needed for Maranatha Junior Camp — June 23-27
Do you want to BE MIGHTY FOR GOD? If so, we would like you to come
join our team!! We are seeking adults and youth to serve as Cabin Leaders 
for Junior Camp - June 23-27. We need both Cabin Leaders (high school/
college/adult) and Co-cabin Leaders (7th-8th graders) to join us on this 
journey. Cabin Leaders shepherd campers who are in 4th-6th grade.
Please contact Heidi at phil413@truevine.net; Dan & Chris at 421-0954 
or jamisongrandcentral@yahoo.com for more information.

prayer focus
“For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have died will rise from their graves. Then, together
with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. So encourage each other with these words.”

— 1 THESSALONIANS 4:16-18
Pray for the church of the week: Country Bible Church, Pastor Jason Thacker

Christian Leadership College
aschmitt@clcnebraska.com

visitclc.com

Administration/Outreach
ssevenker@lincolnberean.org

Adult Seasons of 
Life Ministries

khamm@lincolnberean.org

Calendar/Scheduling
aheffelfinger@lincolnberean.org

Campus Operations
jcollins@lincolnberean.org

Children’s Ministries
adventureland@lincolnberean.org

lbcadventureland.org

College
rpitkin@lincolnberean.org

campusimpact.org

Counseling Resources
smetschke@lincolnberean.org

ministry contacts www.lincolnberean.org 402.483.6512

Discipleship Resources
smetschke@lincolnberean.org

Men’s Ministry
ksandquist@lincolnberean.org

Missions
jlittle@lincolnberean.org

Publications Tape Center
droberts@lincolnberean.org

Service Opportunities
connections@lincolnberean.org

bharms@lincolnberean.org

Stewardship
bbrestel@lincolnberean.org 

Women’s Ministry
smetschke@lincolnberean.org

Worship and Arts
lburke@lincolnberean.org

Youth
lessink@lincolnberean.org

lbcyouth.org
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announcements reminders&
Go Fish’s Snazzy Tour 2008
Friday • April 18 • 6:30 p.m. • LBC

Tickets available exclusively on line at 
www.lincolnberean.tix.com

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Gleaners Luncheon
Wednesday • April 9 • 11:30 a.m. • Coffeehouse

Please bring sandwiches or salad.
Drink and dessert will be provided.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Quilting Day
Saturday • April 12

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. • D-201/202
Questions? Contact Sheila at 483-4627

“Strong Tower”
Consecrated Dessert Theater – 2008

Sunday • April 20 • 5:30 pm • Chapel

Bring your friends to an evening of 
music and drama presented by the
Consecrated Choir (6th-9th grade).

Light snacks will be served 
following the program.

Questions? E-mail chelmink@lincolnberean.org

How could “playing in the dirt” be a serving opportunity?
By sponsoring a flowerbed on the church campus!

Sign up today!
This could be your sweet spot…

a chance to really “bloom where you are planted”!

All you need to do is let us know that you, your LifeGroup, or family is willing to be responsible 
for a flowering area on the church campus. You can pick the area or we can assign one to you.

COMMITMENT: Work your designated area when necessary.

RESPONSIBILITIES: Weeding, watering, raking the mulch and submitting ideas for improvement.

TOOLS: Provided        PLANTS: Provided

Doug and Jan Hamm
(Ryan, Johanna, Katie and Nicholas)

Basic Digital Photography 
Saturdays • May 3-24

10:00 a.m. • LBC
Cost: $50

Beginning Ceramics
Wednesdays • May 7- June 4
6:30 p.m. • 7540 Nemaha St.

Cost: $115

Beginning Painting
Thursdays • May 8-June 12

6:30 p.m. • LBC
Cost: $50

Ignite a passion for a new way to worship — visually!
Find or develop a God-given talent and increase your skill level 
in one or more of the following art classes:

Participants must be 18 or older. For complete class descriptions and
to register, visit www.lincolnberean.org/webview or call 483-6512.
Class sizes are limited and participants are encouraged to register early.

service opportunities
Play in the dirt�

worldview found in the Bible and the worldview of pantheism advocated by Oprah can hardly be exaggerated. One cannot affirm 
both views — they both cannot be true.

Why be mean to Oprah? She has helped and inspired so many people. Well, it is not a matter of being mean. It is a matter of
standing for truth, exposing error, and being concerned for people who are led astray by this false teaching. I am alarmed at how 
many self-identified Christians believe Oprah is a wonderful Christian and see nothing wrong with the views she promotes.
Followers of Jesus do not believe the worldview Oprah embraces and recommends. While being a Christian is more than merely 
holding particular beliefs, it is no less than holding true beliefs about God, His world, human beings, the human problem, and 
salvation. It is precisely these beliefs Oprah does not hold.

I am not recommending boycotting Oprah’s shows (although there are myriad uses of one’s time more valuable). I do recommend
two actions. First, be aware of the lies of the worldview Oprah promotes, don’t believe them, and warn others about them. Second,
join me in praying for Oprah that she will repent of her false beliefs, embrace a true understanding of God and His salvation, and
enter into a relationship with God by placing her confidence in the person and work of Jesus. How wonderful it would be if America’s
leading theologian promoted the truth about God, Jesus, the Bible and Salvation! Imagine the impact. Better yet, how wonderful it
would be for Oprah herself to enjoy forgiveness of sins and an eternal, intimate relationship with God! And, best of all, how 
wonderful it would be for God if His glory is once again magnificently demonstrated by His redeeming of yet another person!

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

America’s New (Age) Theologian

“Strangers are just friends we haven’t met yet!”
Meet new friends that are cruisin’ the same highways and byways
looking for the adventures that God has planned for us…together!

FRIDAY  •  APRIL 11  •  6:00 P.M. •  COFFEEHOUSE

Gather strength and wisdom from God and other 
women for all the journeys life holds.

Make and take a travel survivor’s kit.

Learn helpful packing tips for your next trip.

Enjoy a picnic while you get acquainted with other 
women and discover new adventures waiting for you!

Purchase tickets ($10 each) at the Women’s Ministries booth today 
or at Titus on April 8.

Don’t miss this evening of
fun, food and fellowship!
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